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THE   LIIE  OF

The present was dark and gloomy. Leclerc, with shattered
forces, was still strong, and should the army now under his
command be annihilated, it could easily be replaced by the in-
exhaustible resources of France. Yet, so long as ho himself
lived, he was bound to labor in the sacred cause lie had under-
taken. "With the past full in his view, he could not despair.
Any way it is for man to deserve, as it is for God to give, suc-
cess.

Instead of sinking beneatb. his sense of the great loss suffered
by the destruction of Crgte-a-Pierrot, Toussaint, after a brief
interval, resumed hostile operations with an active energy, not
surpassed even in his days of triumph. He had indeed disap-
peared from the view of his foes, but it was only to deceive
them by false and rapid marches, to prepare ambuscades, to
harass them on their flanks and in the rear; to make them sink
under the fatigue, hunger, thirst, and want of sleep he com-
pelled them to undergo. Now he covered his flight by deserts
and by flames to*make their victory more baneful than ordi-
nary defeat; now he waited for his prey in a defile, always
doing much, by the force of his genius, to carry the warfare be-
yond all acknowledged rules. Christoplie in. the North, Pos-
salines in the West, supported his adroit and rapid movements.
At the sound of the church-bells, he sent forth from tho pul-
pit a manly and magical eloquence, which painted to. tho eye
and impressed on the heart the horrors of servitude and tho
delights of liberty, and preached a religion which, acknowl-
edging all men as brothers, disclaimed and condemned slavery,
and made his soldiers feel that in fighting for 1'reodom they
fought on the side of God and Christ. His sermon over, he
resumed the soldier and the general, disappeared, lluw, reap-
peared, and seemed almost as if he possessed a species of om-
nipresence. All the time he had an army at hia command,
though where they were, or what the number and reBQU'roeH of
his troops, was hidden to all but himself and a chosen .few;
while, by means as sure as they were hidden, he loarnb all that
took place among his assailants. Moved by his authority, hisaking seemed now to recede into distant mists.m, in. ortlor to
